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sibilities of government is handed over to Indian Legis-
latures. While the activities of the Indian ^National Con-
gress were held in check by Ordinances, the spirit of extreme
nationalism now imbued with " socialistic emotion " domin-
ated a large body of Indian opinion. On the other hand,
the opposition within and without Parliament against any
real transfer of political power to Indian Legislatures insisted
upon considerable modification of the White Paper proposals.
Some repercussion of these conflicting tendencies was in-
evitable in the recommendations of the Committee. The
reinforcement of safeguards may be regarded as a compliment
both to the Congress Party in India and the Conservative
minority in Great Britain !

The Majority Report, however, recognized the utmost
importance of securing the effective co-operation of the
politically-minded class in the government of the country.
It rightly pointed out that the achievements of British rule
in India have given her a sense of unity and a national spirit
which should now be given a wider scope for expression, and
sought to conciliate Indian opposition by declaring that the
safeguards provided in the proposed Constitution should not
in any wray interfere with the growth of healthy conventions,
and that they are necessary for the safety of all interests
during the process of carrying the administration from one
system of Government to another.

tt. DISSENTING   AMENDMENTS

The Report was not, however, without dissenting
amendments. One group, headed by Lord Salisbury, laid
stress upon the anomalies of creating a Federation with units
that have yet to be developed, and asserted the incom-
patibility of a union of democratic Provinces with autocratic
States. The other represented the views of the Labour
Party, whose members on the Committee proposed that the
new Constitution should be so framed as to enable India to
reach the goal of Dominion Status by " a process of internal